



~~ Mother “Agnes. Goizagt: Ryan “died at the Mother House 


on “the fourteenth day” 0 “3 une, nineteen hundred aa ar he 
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| _ “Blessed are the de ehe die in the Lord”, so says. -Holy : “WN Vf 
| Chureh over the bier of her faithful children, and to: the og a a 
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of inany came the same consoling words as they looked upon " ie by 
thespéaceful face of our beloved Mother Agnes Gonzaga resting , CEL¢ Pe 
before the altar she loved so well. The good odor of the virtues se Ss SS 
of this.true daughter of St. Joseph, not only went out ‘from, her [27 mis 


during ‘Iife, but their fragrance will be wafted on and on. a the A. 
years toscome, drawing us away from things mundane” to igher | Mother. es Gimage Ryan 


and holier spheres. From the time that our dear Mother en- 1905 - 1917 
tered religion until she went to her reward, hers had been ever Reverend Mother Agnes Gonzag: 
| an.onwa#il and upward striving. Deep appreciation for her holy | (Alice Ryan), born in Houghtor 
vocation motived and colored the whole course of her life;. in Mich. in 1858 attended the firs 
it ‘she found the sum of her existence, her all. ‘'This is my sacl of the € ‘isn § 
rest forever and ever, here will I dwell for I have chosen it; -one | | i os 2 ™ sabes Lox coe oe cag 
| day in the Courts of the Lord is better than a thousand. years deggie a? See S 
re Troy, N.Y., she was professed ther: 


in the tabernacles of sinners’ 
+ $3 ee March 19, 1876, remaining as teach 
God evidently chose Mot a dé a special | er and supervisor of parochia 


instrument to accomplish His work, for she filled almost every. ‘schools until nearly 1896, when sh: 
office in the Congregation, beginning this wide sphéresof. usé-.|came to St. Louis and added mem 
fulness early in her religious life in the Troy Province, where ; bership in the Council of the Mothe) 
she made her novitiate. Thus she gained an experienige ‘whic , House to those duties. On the deat 
fitted her for the weighty responsibilities that fell upon ‘her of Reverend Mother Agatha in 1904 
shoulders. At no time in any appreciable degree was physical her assistant, Mother M. Gonzag: 
strength hers, but she never let that deter her fron undertaking Grand, governed the Congregatior 
what she saw was best for the Community and pushing it for- until the chapter in May 1905, whicl 
ward to completion. re elected Mother Agnes Gonzaga. 

. In-nineteen hundred _five she was elected to the ‘office of New conditions in the life of th« 
| -harge Church and the country were a chal. 
she took up with a spirit beautiful in its humility anh reliance lenge to the zeal of the new general 
upon God. Then more than ever she became the model Sister who opened at once to her Sisters 
of St. Joseph. During the twelve years that she governed the opportunities for education and tech- 
Congregation, she earnestly endeavored to form her grea ‘spiritual nical training, both while in service 


family into a tower of strength. She was never tired av and preparatory to their appoint- 
; ment, thus enabling them to meet 
















munity, to be exact in the observance of Rule and Cus orm and: the demands of the more rigid or- 
follow the example set by the first fervent membet oe thing ganization of the diocesan elementary 
however trivial that affected her daughters personal} Z, or th ‘ir school systems as well as of the ex- 
work, was beneath her attention. She took the keenest p ie as pansion and the accrediting of the 


in their advancement along educational lines, knowin g th higher schools. Hospitals, homes, and 
better equipped they were, the better could the int erests of the institutions for the deaf she encour- 
Chureh be served. Generosity, an imherent quality’ of her aged also in their search for new 


power or good both within and without the Community; though, many cases new buildings. A visit 
the left hand knew not what the right reached forward to’in +, Rome brought her an audience on 
charity so unobtrusively did she work. She walked a. worthy jan 9 1909. with Blessed Pius X 
follower of our esteemed Mother-Agatha in her love and devotion wo encouraged the labors of ‘in 
to whatever pertaifed to God House and service. : “The best Congregation and acted favorably 

{the Community could -affordéwas given to the Lord for ‘a worthy Pes : 
a upon her petition for the abolish- 

| celebration of Divine ayersieys , and, many a ean mission blessed 

ment of the status of the lay, or 


‘ naturé, vivified and expanded by zeal for religion, became a methods, new equipment, and in 
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PEt yee opaaes ; Beh aggregated Sisters. She died in St. 
\Louis June 14, 1917. 
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4 upow their’ “heads, for from their eyes, God has -wape 
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pounteons nemadenie who.made it possible for the 2 Holy’ 
Sterifce tobe offered with becoming solemnity. 0% 
. — tu Pyee 


Sisters and others outside the Community who sou ght her atvice 
or she was venerated and esteemed far and wide. Honest 
and outspoken in her convictions, human respect played mo 
art in her“intercourse with anyone; yet she was tactful ‘to a 
wonderful degree, and much of the success that crowned fier 
life's work might be attributed to this gift. 

I&God blessed her labors and gave her to taste of the hyndred- 
foldin the efforts made to please ‘Him, the cross was not wanting 
tocomplete the sanctification of His spuose. Trials, .many 
and severe, were the portion of Mother Agnes Gonzaga; but 
her a faith and utter-submission to the Divine Will enabled 








md only in parallel instances of God’s favored servants. 

Sor four years, heart trouble, more or less severe at intervals, 
came as the final chastening of a great and noble soul. During 
her: last illness, her recollection in God, and her beautiful senti- 
ments of resignation were edifying and consoling to the: Sisters 
who | sorrowed at her going. Every help that Holy Mother 
Church could give was hers and for it all she was deeply g grateful. 
In the early morning hours of- June fourteenth, the summons 
came: suddenly, and without a struggle she went forth to meet. 
the Divine Bridegroom. Praise was not stinted, nor heartfelt 


love and appreciation wanting in expression when Mother Agnes ; 


Gonzaga passed from our midst; but that which counted* most 
in value was the knowledge, that with all her ability, her) keen 
mentality, her wonderful efficiency and brilliant SUCCESS, | ee 
was first and last the fervent, humble Sister of St. Joseph.’ 
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have loved her during life, Jet us not abandon her until she: has 


joined. the throng: who “clothed in white robes with palms in 
their’ hands;.coming into~Zion“with praise, and eve: asting ” eae 





tears; and sorrow and mourning, have fled. awayer: So ae 
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